Ischaemic heart disease deaths in a Japanese rural area evaluated by clinical records.
A community-based survey to examine the actual number of ischaemic heart disease (IHD) deaths was undertaken in the western area of Toyama, a rural area with a population of 209,000. IHD deaths (International Classification of Diseases [ICD], ninth revision, codes 410-414) and heart failure (HF) deaths (ICD code 428) according to the death certificate aged 15 to 74 in 1987 to 1990 were reevaluated from medical records using the criteria of the multinational monitoring of trends and determinants in cardiovascular disease (MONICA). Of 97 subjects with IHD and of 170 subjects with HF according to the death certificate, 85 cases (87.6%) and 143 cases (84.1%) could be examined, respectively. Using the MONICA criteria, of 85 subjects with IHD, 18 (21.2%) were reevaluated as "definite acute myocardial infarction (AMI)" and 30 (35.3%) as "possible AMI". On the other hand, of 143 subjects with HF, 1 (0.7%) were reevaluated as "definite AMI" and 12 (8.4%) as "possible AMI". From these results, the number of deaths as reevaluated IHD was estimated 104.5 in the study period, and it was 7.7% increase at least compared with the number of deaths judged from the death certificate.